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1 . JUSTICE MINISTRY INFORMED EMBASSY FEBRUARY 20 THAT 
PROPOSED DEPOSITIONS IN ORSINI CASE COULD NOT BE 
AUTHORIZED BECAUSE FOREIGN EMBASSIES CANNOT TAKE 
DEPOSITIONS IN FRANCE FOR CRIMINAL CASES. ORSINI CASE 
IS VIEWED AS CRIMINAL CASE. HAGUE CONVENTION OF 1970 
AND SUBSEQUENT FRENCH RESERVATIONS SPECIFICALLY DEAL 
ONLY WITH CIVIL AND COMMERCIAL MATTERS. 

2. JUSTICE MINISTRY OFFICIAL STATED THAT ONLY SYSTEM USED 
IN FRANCE TO TAKE EVIDENCE IN CRIMINAL CASES IS BY 
LETTERS ROGATORY. OFFICIAL INDICATED MINISTRY'S 
WILLINGNESS TO RECEIVE U.S. REQUEST FOR LETTERS 
ROGATORY. 

3. PER JUSTICE MINISTRY OFFICIAL, LETTERS ROGATORY 
MUST BE ADDRESSED BY AMERICAN JUDGE TO APPROPRIATE 
JUDICIAL AUTHORITY IN FRANCE. OUTLINE OF CASE SHOULD BE 
INCLUDED AS WELL AS SPECIFIC QUESTIONS AND NAMES AND 
ADDRESSES OF WITNESSES IN FRANCE. AMERICAN JUDGE MAY BE 
PRESENT AND THROUGH INTERPRETER HE MAY REQUEST THAT 
FRENCH JUDGE POSE QUESTIONS TO WITNESSES. NO LAWYER MAY 
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FRENCH JUDGE MAY ASK JUDICIAL POLICE COMMISSIONER TO 
TAKE TESTIMONY AS REQUESTED IN LETTERS ROGATORY. IN 
SUCH CASE AMERICAN JUDGE NOT AUTHORIZED, BUT AMERICAN 
POLICE OFFICER MAY BE PRESENT. 

4. GROUP VISIT TO PARIS PROPOSED REFTEL HAS BEEN 
POSTPONED VIA DEA CHANNELS. 
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